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Foreword.

The Embassy is the outcome of an endeavour on the part of Messrs Shipman & King,
its proprietors to bring to Maldon all the amenities of the West End of London
Super Cinema, whilst the success which has attendsd this endeavour is the result of
an extensive study and adoption of all the principal improvements in modern cinema
construction and equipment. Much could be writtan about the intricacies inveolved
and the difficulties which have to be overcome in the course of erecting and equipping
a modern cinema such as the Embassy but suffice it to say that every device that
modern science has evolved to increase the comfort and safeguard the health of the
cinema goer, has been adopted. The auditorium has been so designed, shaped and
treated as to ensure perfect sound production, and a perfect view from every seat.

One of the outstanding features is the provision of the most modern scientific system
of heating and ventilating in which is incorporated a large air washing and air
conditioning plant.

A feature which iwill undoubtedly be welcomsd by all is the wonderful organ
installation.  This organ is a Wourlitzer, a name known throughout the world and
signifies the finest of all cinema organs.

The system of picture projection installed is of the very latest type and is designed
to give a brightly defined picture, eliminating all risk of eye strain, whilst the
installation of the Western Electric Company’'s new wide range sound system should be
a guarantee of perfect sound reproduction.

Seating is of the luxury type and equals the best in comfort and accommodation by
reason of the fact that the floor is saucer shaped and no seat is directiy behind any
other. This incidentally is another factor designed to solve the problem of eyestrain.

There is a very adequately equipped stage and ample dressing room accommodation for
any future eventualities,

A sufficiency of fire extinguishing apparatus is provided, whilst a large bank of batteries
maintain the lights in all public parts of the building to enable the theatre to be evacuated
without panic in the event of a breakdown in the electricity supply.

A spacious car park free to patrons is provided at the rear of the theatre with
separate means of access and exit.

There is also a well appointed Cafe open to the public where light refreshments at
popular prices may be obtained daily from 3.30 p.m.

In the pages that follow will be found interesting details of the lengths to which the
proprietors have gone to ensure that the Embassy may take its place amongst the
very latest and most perfectly equipped cinemas in the country.

o
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The Organ.

‘The Organ installed in this theatre has been built by WURLITZER —the pioneers of
Unit.Organs, whose name is known throughout the world and signifies the finest of all
cinema organs, faultless in construction-—supreme in tonal colouring and .|z>ibility of
action. This instailation will give patrons of the Embassy an opportunity of hearing
cinema organ music at its best.

There is no sound in the world, from the sighing of air in the distant trees to the crash
of thunder, that cannot be produced by the musician who sits at the console of the
Mighty Wurlitzer. There is nothing in the entire gamut of human emotion that cannot
be expressed musically on a Wurlitzer better than on any other instrument or group of
instruments  The cinema organ is recognised as being a revolutionary invention and
in the instrument which has been specially designed and built by Wurlitzer for the
Embassy Theatre, all the most modern wonders that the human brain and technical skill
can devise are introduced.

The Waurlitzer Organ contains the inventions of Robert Hope-Jones of Liverpool,
England, who is known throughout the musical world as the master organ builder of all
time, and is credited with nine-tenths of the innovations in the organ during the last
twenty years

The Organ is built in a special chamber sicuated on the right hand side of the proscenium.
One of the latest types of illuminated Consoles has been provided which enables the
organist to select varying shades of coloured light in sympathy with the type of music
being played. |

The Organ contains all the tones usually found in a Church Organ combined with such
orchestral instruments as the Clarinet, Flute, Piccolo, Violins. Cornets, Trombones, etc.

in addition to those are to be found the Vox Humana, Tibia Clausa Sleigh Bells,
Vibraphone, Xylophone, Cathedral Chimes, Orchestral Bells, Bass, Kettle and Snare
Drums, Tambourines, Triangles, Castanets and a host of other instruments. in fact every
musical instrument and accessory of which a symphony orchestra is composed.

It can be truthfully said that the resources of the Wurlitzer Organ are unlimited.

Mr. Leslie James.

‘| have been looking forward with eagerness to this week and my visit to Maldon,
VWhat | have heard of the kindliness of the folk of the town. together with the prospect
of opening so magnificent an instrument, not to speak of the pleasant surroundings of
your delightful little town, have all served to increase my eager anticipation.

No doubt you are all acquainted with the cinema organ through the radio. Excelient as
organ broadcasts may be, much is lost in transmission, and in any case you hear nothing
of the entertainment side of the cinema organ. Now you have an excellent example of
these remarkable instruments in your Embassy Theatre, and it is going to be my great
pleasure as one cf the organists to the Shipman & King Circuit of cheatres, to come to
demonstrate what it can do. My visit is to last only ten days, and | hope that by the end
of that time | shall have shown you that you have a very remakarble instrument in your
midst, with endless possibilities for entertainment. Genius has gone into its design,
superb workmanship into its construction.

| am to be succeeded by your Resident Organist, Mr. George Senior, a brilliant young
organist with a very distinguished career in the cinema world, and | commend hin to

II WHO WILL OPEN THE NEW MIGHTY WURLITZER ORGAN SAYS :—
to you with every confidence, and feel sure you will extend him a hearty welcome.”







